Vol. 10, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2024, pp. 538-556

ISSN (Print): 2538-449X  ISSN (Online): 2981-1619

Cojiah s\ g

Research Article
OPEN

P Kharazmi Journal of Earth Sciences
Journal homepage https://gnf.khu.ac.ir

ACCESS

Investigation of the dominant flow system in the Nekarood karst basin

Narges Nabizadeh Chamazcoti*, Gholam Hossein Karami?*, Azizollah Taheri®, Ramazan Ramazani Omali

1. Department of Hydrogeology and Enviromental Geology, Faculty of Earth Sciences, Shahrood University of Technology, Shahrood, Iran.
2. Department of Applied Geology, Faculty of Earth Sciences, Kharazmi University, Karaj, Iran.

3. Department of Applied Geology, Faculty of Earth Sciences, Shahrood University of Technology, Shahrood, Iran.

4. Department of Applied Geology, Faculty of Earth Sciences, Shahrood University of Technology, Shahrood, Iran.

Article info Abstract

Avrticle history

Received: 13 November 2024
Accepted: 15 December 2024
Keywords:

Karst spring, dominant flow

The Nekarood basin is located in the north of Iran and has an area of 2275 km2 . In the Nekarood
Basin, the majority of limestones include thick bedded and massive limestones of Lar Formation and
Cretaceous limestones, and there is also a lesser amount of limestones of the Elika, Dalichai and Ruteh
Formations. Various features such as the amount of outcrop, thickness and lithological characteristics of
karst rocks and their relationship to other lithologies on a regional scale are the geological controls on
karst development. Among these factors, the thickness and lithology of the existing formations in the
studied area are of great importance, in such a way that if the outcropping limestone is thick bedded and
massive, the karstification process is very high. In order to investigate and analyze parameters such as
the hydrograph and recession curve of the basin’s springs, discharge coefficient, type of flow system

(conduit and diffuse), determination of the source of recharge, and water quality of the springs, physical
and chemical characteristics of the springs (discharge, electrical conductivity, temperature, etc.) were
analyzed. In the Nekarood basin, four karst springs, Jezi, Espeo, Kao Cheshmeh, and Senbi have
relatively high discharge rates and were selected for detailed study. The analysis of temporal variations
in discharge indicates that the spring discharge is significantly dependent on regional precipitation. When
precipitation exceeds 15 mm, which is sufficient to recharge the aquifer, the spring water flow increases
after a relatively short time delay. Furthermore, the analysis of temporal variations in electrical
conductivity of the karst springs shows that electrical conductivity decreases as discharge increases. This
indicates that as the karst aquifer is recharged and the proportion of recharged water increases, the
dilution process reduces the dissolved salts in the aquifer water, leading to a decrease in electrical
conductivity. Analysis of the recession curves of the springs revealed that the recession curve for all
selected springs is multi-slope, and the discharge coefficients range from 10-3 to 10-2. Considering that
the coefficient of discharge variation and the recession coefficients are relatively high in all four karst
springs, it can be concluded that the dominant flow system in this karst aquifer is of the conduit-diffuse

type.

Introduction

Karst is defined as an area with a specific morphology
and a significant subsurface drainage system formed by
the dissolution of soluble rocks in natural waters
(Karami, 2002). Karst aquifers are widely distributed
throughout the world and provide water resources for
about a quarter of the world's population (Ford and
Williams, 2007). Springs are one of the most important

hydrogeological features of the hydrological cycle that
can provide valuable information about the groundwater
flow system in karst environments (Fiorillo et al., 2015;
Malik and Vojtkov, 2012). The process of karstification
creates a complex network of fractures and dissolution
channels in the limestone. These fracture networks and
dissolution channels allow water to drain into karst
springs (Fiorillo and Malik, 2019). White (1998) divides
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karst flows into two types: conduit and diffuse, based on
the behavior of springs.

Rouhi and Kalantari (2019) used multi-year hydrographs
to compare the hydrogeological regime of karst springs
in the Kuh Sefid anticline in Khuzestan Province. The
results of this study show that karst reservoirs formed in
the Kuh Sefid anticline exhibit different hydraulic
behaviors. Shamsi et al. (2019) analyzed the Recession
curve of Kkarst springs in the Lasem region and
determined the type of flow system and Karst
development in the region. In the Nekarood Kkarst basin,
there are extensive limestone outcrops in which a karst
aquifer has formed. This karst includes a number of large
and small springs that have not been studied to
investigate the type of flow system in them. Therefore,
the aim of this research is to investigate the
hydrogeological and hydrogeochemical characteristics of
the springs in the Nekarood karst basin and also to
determine the dominant flow system of the springs.
These springs are investigated for the first time in this
research.

Materials and Methods

In order to investigate the dominant flow system in the
Nekarood Karst basin, spring hydrographs and recession
curves, discharge coefficients, the type of flow system
(conduit vs. diffuse), recharge sources, and spring water
quality, the physical and chemical characteristics of the
springs (discharge, electrical conductivity (EC),
temperature, etc.) were analyzed. To construct
hydrographs, spring discharge was measured from July
2022 to October 2023. Discharge variations in the karst
springs are influenced by factors such as precipitation
amount and intensity, the extent and lithology of the karst
formations, the degree of Kkarstification, and the
contributing area of the spring’ s catchment. The shape
of the spring hydrograph reflects the aquifer’ s response
to recharge. In particular, the shape of the recession curve
provides significant insights into the storage and
structural characteristics of the spring’ s source aquifer,
as well as the drainage behavior of the karst system.
Ultimately, by plotting spring recession curves and
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determining discharge coefficients («), along with
analyzing the chemical data of the springs, the dominant
flow regime within the studied karst aquifers, the
evaluation of the karst spring catchments, the dominant
water type, and the predominant aquifer lithology were
characterized.

Results and Discussion

Spring discharge data, coupled with precipitation
records, were utilized to analyze temporal variations in
spring discharge and their correlation with precipitation.
Spring water chemistry data were employed to determine
water type and chemical facies. Electrical conductivity
(EC) in the springs generally increased during the dry
season compared to the wet season. discharge in the
selected springs increased during late winter and spring,
exhibiting a distinct peak. This hydrograph pattern is
indicative of rapid and significant groundwater depletion
through solution conduits, attributable to the influence of
well-developed karst systems within the Lar and
Cretaceous limestones. Hydrograph analysis of the karst
springs is a practical method for determining whether the
flow regime is predominantly conduit or diffuse,
facilitating the calculation of recession coefficients (« ).
The catchments of the studied karst springs are primarily
located at high altitudes and typically receive
precipitation from early May to mid-November.
Discharge variations in these springs are highly
significant, with most exhibiting a dual-recession curve
behavior. In the southern Caspian highlands, recession
curves differ substantially from those observed in other
global karst systems (e.g., those in Yugoslavia), often
showing more than 10 peaks and troughs, lacking a
uniform decline. This characteristic indicates a highly
developed karst system in the region. Consequently, for
recession coefficient calculations, discharge data
between successive precipitation events were utilized.
The spring recession curves exhibit two distinct slopes.
The slope of each linear segment was interpreted as a
recession coefficient («). The steeper initial slope
represents the dominant flow regime and the degree of
karst development, reflecting rapid drainage through



Nabizadeh Chamazcoti et al

Investigation of the dominant flow system in the Nekarood ...

larger conduits, while the gentler second slope indicates
a slower release from smaller fractures and fissures.
Based on the calculations, recession curve analysis
revealed multi-segmented curves for all selected springs,
with recession coefficients (« ) ranging from 107° to 10~
*. The initial slope reflects the dominance of conduit flow
and karst development, whereas the subsequent slope
reflects drainage from smaller fractures and fissures.

Conclusions

Analysis of the relationship between spring discharge
and electrical conductivity in the region has revealed that
there is an inverse relationship between these two
parameters; specifically, as discharge increases,
electrical conductivity decreases. Additionally, the
dominant electrical conductivity of the springs has
increased in the dry season compared to the wet season.
Hydrochemical investigations have shown that the
predominant water type in the studied springs is
bicarbonate-calcium. To determine the type of flow in
karst aquifers, changes in the physical and chemical
properties of the water exiting the springs are utilized.
The temporal variations in physical (discharge) and
chemical (electrical conductivity) properties of the water
from the springs in the Nekarood basin, following
precipitation events, have been considerably high. The
coefficient of variation of all parameters indicates the
predominance of a conduit-dominated flow system in the
karst aquifer of these springs. Furthermore, the recession
curves of the studied springs exhibit recharge coefficients
ranging from 10~* to 107", which also signifies the
predominance of a conduit-dominated flow system
within the karst aquifer. This is consistent with the
geomorphological characteristics of the study area,
indicating karst development in the Nekarood spring
basin. Moreover, these water-rich springs in the region
are of a fault-controlled type and have formed as a result
of fractures and faults. Considering the above findings,
the characteristics of geomorphology, hydrogeology,
hydrogeochemistry, and hydrogeological balance
mutually corroborate each other.
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Table 1. Statistical parameters of electrical conductivity (EC) and flow rate (Q) of selected springs in the basin

Jezi Speo Kao Senbi
Standard deviation (EC) 78.19 61.12 53.92 54.99
Coefficient of variation (EC) 21.94 16.19 11.94 11.11
Standard deviation (Q) 19.4 41.61 20.44 47.16
Coefficient of variation (Q) 29.2 30.99 26.01 30.57
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Table 1. Physico-chemical characteristics of the main karst springs in the Nekarood basin

Jezi Speo Kao Senbi
Q (Ifs) 75 150 88 180
pH 7.9 7.9 7.8 7.8
EC (us/m) 279 336 402 448
TDS (mg/l) 199.78 231.57 347.46 415.25
K (mg/l) 0.78 1.17 1.56 1.9
Na (mg/l) 6.5 75 6.5 6.9
Mg (mg/l) 1.2 1.2 6 55
Ca (mg/l) 46 52 76 95
Soa (mg/l) 12 15 14.4 384
Cl (mg/l) 10 10.5 9.5 10.5
Hcos (mg/1) 120 140 225.7 230
NO3 (mg/l) 3.3 4.2 7.8 27
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