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Abstract

The Band-e-Cherk district is located in the structural zone of central Iran, northeast of the city of
Ardestan, and the Kuh-e-Dom metamorphic zone. The schist units hosting graphitization in the Kuh-e-
Dom metamorphic complex are of Upper Paleozoic (Permian-Triassic) age and include muscovite schist
to graphite-muscovite schist. In the studied area, the occurrence of tectonic activities and regional
metamorphism by creating deformations in the schistose surfaces containing carbonaceous organic
materials, have provided suitable spaces for graphitization and increase in carbon content. Three
principal phases of folding and deformation have affected the schist units. The first generation of folding
(F1) and metamorphism (D1), by creating a foliation (S1) parallel to the primary bedding (S0) and the
axial surface of the fold (AF1), has played an important role in the concentration of organic carbon
formed during the deposition and formation of graphite. The second generation deformation (D2) is
associated with the intrusion of the diorite body and variations in the dip and strike of the limestone and
schist beds as well as the morphology of the district. The mylonitization of the schist units is one of the
most important effects of this stage of deformation. The third and final generation of deformation (D3)
has been the result of directional pressure, it has been the result of deformation, mainly in brittle form.
The formation of kink band structures (in quartz-feldspar and graphite bands), jagged and dendritic edges
(in quartz and feldspar crystals), subgraining (in quartz and feldspar crystals), undulose extinction in
quartz, recrystallization of quartz and feldspar crystals in the muscovite schist and graphite-muscovite
schist units are among the evidences of this generation of deformation in the district.

Introduction

Fabric analysis of metamorphic rocks is effective in
understanding the mechanism of formation of orogenic
belts and their relationship to plate tectonics (Twiss and
Moores, 1992). Deformation in rocks is achieved by
many steps that occur at the scale of individual grains.
External factors such as heat, static pressure, subtractive
stresses, fluid pressure and the imposed stress rate in the
rock environment are involved (e.g. Passchier and
Trouw, 2005; Pal et al., 2010; Ghosh et al., 2013). Many
of the dominant fabrics appear to be associated with high
temperatures, which are overridden by fabrics associated

with low temperatures (e.g., Passchier and Trouw, 2005;
Mukherjee, 2011; Barker, 2013). Many metamorphic
rocks have undergone a complex history of burial,
metamorphism, metamorphism and uplift, and many of
these steps in the chain of processes may be related to the
last fabric. The Kuh-e-Dom complex is located on the
eastern margin of the Urumia-Dokhtar magmatic belt and
the western part of the central Iranian subcontinent. The
oldest rock units of the Kuh-e-Dom metamorphic
complex are of lower Paleozoic age, at the level of
greenschist and phyllite facies, with interlayers of
crystallized limestone. Recently, the mineralogy and
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mineralization of graphite along with schists in the Band-
e-Cherk district have also been studied (Ghasemi Siani et
al., 2024). In this research, the microscopic and
macroscopic structural analysis of the metamorphic
rocks of the schist zone in the Band-e-Cherk district,
located in the Kuh-e-Dom metamorphic zone, has been
carried out. Based on this, metamorphism and
metamorphism are related based on mineralogical studies
and microstructures controlling graphite mineralization
in the Band-e-Cherk district.
Materials and Methods

In order to study the microstructures in the Band-e-
Cherk district, seventy microscopic sections (thin
polished and polished) of metamorphic schist units
collected during several field surveys were prepared at
the Microscopic Section Preparation workshop of
Kharazmi University of Tehran. After preparation, the
samples were examined using a ZEISS Axioplan 2
microscope at the Optical Mineralogy Laboratory of
Kharazmi University of Tehran and the Iranian Mineral
Processing Research Center (IMPRC).
Results and Discussion

The main metamorphism that has created the structure
of the Band-e-Cherk district is ductile metamorphism,
the effects of which are manifested in the form of
mylonitization of rocks, extension of dominant mylonitic
foliations and other shear zone fabrics in rocks. In
addition to ductile deformation, brittle deformation is
also widespread in the Band-e-Cherk district, the effects
of which can be seen in the form of micro-fractures, veins
and veinlets of graphite. The schist units of the study area
have been affected by three main phases of folding and
deformation. The first phase of folding during regional
metamorphism (M1) and the first generation folding
event (F1), which are the first tectonic movements, are
located in the area. The folds of this stage are often close
to the parallel ridge or the axial surface is almost
horizontal and their axial trend is predominantly NE-SW.
This stage of deformation (D1) eventually forms the
mineralization along the foliation. The second generation
metamorphism  (M2) is observed as contact
metamorphism around the intrusive body, the time of
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occurrence of these processes is different and related to
the intrusion of the diorite body. One of the most
important results of this stage of metamorphism is the
mylonitization of the rocks in the area, which has created
ductile shear zones in the folds. This stage of
metamorphism (D2) has produced massive and lenticular
mineralization in the schist units in contact with the
diorite body. Using these Raman spectroscopy studies,
Ghasemi Siani et al. (2024) estimated the temperature of
graphitization in the schist units of the Band-e-Cherk
district to be about 436°C, and equated this with the
temperature conditions of the greenschist metamorphic
facies in the commentary. The third and final phase of
folding (F3) and deformation (D3) in the study area is the
formation of kink-band structures in the Muscovite schist
units in the western part of the district. In addition, under
the influence of tectonic processes (D3), these units,
together with the schist units, have been strongly
fractured and jointed, and the quartz and alkali feldspar
crystals have acquired a coarse and jagged texture.
Undulating extinction and subgrading in quartz is well
represented in the schist units under the influence of
tectonic forces.
Conclusions

In the Band-e-Cherk district, the occurrence of
tectonic activities and regional metamorphism, creating
deformation in the schistose surfaces containing
carbonaceous organic materials, have provided suitable
spaces for graphitization and increase in carbon content.
Ductile deformation is the most important deformation
occurring in the Band-e-Cherk district. The effects of this
deformation include the creation of microcracks,
mylonitization and expansion of the dominant mylonite
foliation in the rocks. Three main phases of folding and
deformation have affected the schist units of the study
area. The first generation of folding (F1) and deformation
(D1), by creating foliation (S1) parallel to the axial
surface of the fold, has played an important role in
concentrating organic carbon and creating graphitization
in the district. This deformation phase was mainly ductile
during the regional metamorphism of the greenschist
facies (M1), which is considered to be the first tectonic
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movement in the Band-e-Cherk district. These foliations
are associated with changes in orientation, thickness, size
and mineralogical composition, as well as the formation
of lenticular fabrics in the alternating bedding of graphite
(dark) and quartz-feldspar (light). The mechanisms
involved in the formation of these foliations in the district
include recrystallization and directional growth. The
second generation of deformation (D2) in the Band-e-
Cherk district is identified in terms of generation of
fabrics such as, recrystallization and orientation of new
grains and finegrains in the quartz-feldspar crystals
present in the schist units. The most recent phase of
deformation in the Band-e-Cherk district is the third
generation deformation (D3). The third and final phase
of folding (F3) and deformation (D3) in the study area
occurred as brittle deformation. The formation of kink-
band structures (in the alternation of quartz-feldspar and
graphite bands), jagged edges (in quartz and feldspar
crystals), subgraining (in quartz and feldspar crystals),
undulatory extinction in quartz, regrowth of quartz
crystals and feldspar in the muscovite schist and
graphite-muscovite schist units are among the evidences
of this generation of deformation in the district.
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Fig. 2. Simplified geological map of the Band-e-Cherk exploration district (with modifications from Sharkovski et al., 1981).
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Fig. 6. a) Tectonic forces have caused subgraining in quartz mineral; b) Recrystallization and formation of a jagged edge in quartz.
Tectonic forces have caused subgraining and jagged edge in quartz minerals. The images were taken in transmitted light.
Abbreviations are Qtz: quartz, Afs: alkali feldspar, Ms: muscovite, Op: opaque mineral.
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Fig. 8. Microscopic images of the occurrence of foliation and folding in the Band-e-Cherk district. a and b) Folded layering SO
(horizontal primary foliation) along with S2 spaced foliation (almost vertical secondary foliation) which is extended in alternating
graphite (dark) and quartz-feldspar (light) layers. The axial plane of the first generation fold (AF1) is observed together with the first
generation foliation (S1). The axial plane of the second generation of folds (AF2) is visible perpendicular to the foliation planes of
the first generation (S1), c and d) The axial plane of the first generation fold (AF1) coincides with the first generation foliation (S1),
which consists of alternating layers of graphite and quartz-feldspar. The second generation foliation (S2) also coincides with the
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axial plane of the second generation fold (AF2). e and f) The secondary foliation (S2) in the studied area, which was created from
the separation of quartz-feldspar and graphite minerals on the edge of congresses, is observed horizontally. In this foliation, S1 is
parallel to SO. Alternating layering of quartz-feldspar and secondary graphite (S2) has the same and uniform state, which is harmonic
in horizontal planes. Alternating layering of quartz-feldspar and secondary graphite (S2) has the same and uniform state, which is
balanced in horizontal planes. In these images, the composition and size of the grains are different in the layers. Microscopic images
were taken in transmitted light. Abbreviations (Gr: graphite, Qtz: quartz, Ms: muscovite, Afs: alkali feldspar, Ep: epidote).
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Abbreviations (Qtz: quartz, Afs: alkali feldspar, Gr: graphite, Ms: muscovite, Ser: sericite, Op: opaque mineral).
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microcrystalline quartz-feldspar and muscovite. Image d, taken in transmitted light. Abbreviations (Qtz: quartz, Cal: calcite).
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