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Abstract

Knowledge of the stress field and its spatial and temporal changes has an essential role in
important branches of earth sciences such as geotechnics, engineering geology and also in
hydrocarbon reservoirs studies (reservoirs geomechanics). Furthermore, it is necessary in
describing the geodynamics of the region. In this study, the paleostress field was estimated by
implementing a new method to determine the direction of slip using the interpretation of 3D
seismic data in one of the hydrocarbon fields of southern Iran in different horizons with various
geological ages by stress tensor inversion. The obtained directions are in the range of 115 to 121
degrees. Also, the present-day stress field was calculated from the earthquake's focal mechanism
data in the same way. The value of which was equal to 32 degrees. This study showed that over
time, a rotation occurred in the direction of maximum horizontal stress and its orientation, which
was approximately constant from the Cretaceous to the Oligocene and had a near northwest-
southeast direction, became northeast-southwest in the present era. Due to the lack of sufficient
data, it is impossible to comment on whether this rotation is clockwise or counterclockwise.

Therefore, more detailed studies in this area in the region are needed.

Keywords: stress field, non-linear stress inversion, 3D seismic data, earthquakes focal

mechanism
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Figure 1. The intersection of some interpreted horizons with the main fault of the region, and Allan
lines resulting from the intersection, and pairs of separation points.
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Figure 2. Stratigraphic column of the Zagros area in geological times under study.
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Figure 3. Depth map of the Fahliyan horizon related to Lower Cretaceous time (Khami group) (Pourbeyranvand,
2012).
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Figure 4. Allan lines (red or darker line, and yellow or lighter line) are both attributed to one of the
horizons fragmented by the main fault and some separation pairs, for example. No pair of dots are

connected here yet. The constituent triangles of the fault surface are also plotted in gray
(Pourbeyranvand, 2012).
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Figure 6. Transition of a cutting plate with a fixed and hypothetical 270 ° azimuth along Allan lines in a
series of cuts (pictured above).
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Figure 7. Changing the cutting plate azimuth, from right to left, respectively: zero, 45 and 90 degrees in
three distinct series of cuts (pictured above).
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Figure 8. The heave of fault in the Kazhdumi Formation belongs to the Cretaceous period. Blue color
(solid line) for observational data. Red (dashed line) for calculated data (explanation in text).
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for observational data. Red (dashed line) for calculated data (explained in text).
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Figure 10. Comparison of landslide rate (fault displacement) in Kazhdumi Formation belonging to the
Cretaceous period. The vertical and horizontal axes represent the displacement in meters and points

along the Allan lines of a horizon, respectively. Blue color (solid line) for observational data. Red
(dashed line) for calculated data (explained in text).
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Figure 11. The study area and the main fault, along with seismicity with a combination of catalogs of
the International Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Seismology (until 2006) (I11EES) and the
Institute of Geophysics, University of Tehran (since 2006) (Iranian Seismological Center) and the
existing focal mechanisms of GCMT (Global CMT Web Page) and the National Seismological Center
(Pakzad and Mirzaei, 2008).
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Fiqure 12. Comparison of long-term stress inversion results with two different angles for the shear
plate. Parallelism of the cutting plane with the fault trend (upper figure) and orthogonality of the
cutting plane with the fault trend (lower figure).
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Figure 13. Stress inversion results on interpreted three-dimensional seismic data. On the left side of
each image, the optimal stress tensor results are shown o_1inred, o_2 in green and o_3 in blue,
respectively. In the middle of each image, the relative magnitude histogram of the stress shows the
shape of the stress field. To the right of each image, the direction of the P and T axes can be seen. These

results are related to the formations whose names are Asmari Formation, Sarvak Formation,
Kazhdumi Formation and Dariyan Formation, respectively, from top to bottom.
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Figure 14. The result of stress inversion on the earthquake focal mechanism data.
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Table 1. Quantitative results of inversion of paleostress and present-day stress.

SHmax

No. Data (degree)
1 Focal 32°

mechanism

2 Asmari 117°
3 Sarvak 121°
4 Kazhdumi 116°
5 Dariyan 115°
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Figure 15. Hydrocarbon reservoirs in the Persian Gulf and Zagros basins. Oil reservoirs are green and
gas reservoirs are red (Jaehong, 2017).
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Figure 16. Tectonic evolution over time (modified from Kazem Shiroodi et al., 2015). The three
stereonet drawn in the lower part of the image from before the Zagros collision and at the same time as
the Cretaceous period represent the direction of maximum horizontal stress in the old testament. The

single stereonet at the top of the image also represents the direction of maximum horizontal stress in
the present age.
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Introduction

In structural geology studies, dynamic analysis, which means determining the direction of effective
stresses in the formation of tectonic structures, plays a vital role. The tectonic methods are used to
determine the direction of stress, including the use of faults that record the applied stresses (Abbasi
& Farbod, 2004). When the faulting occurs, blocks on both sides of the faults move relative to each
other in the direction of maximum shear stress (SHmax) due to the force applied to them. Analysis of
these structures provides a reliable solution for understanding the distribution and evolution of stress
fields from tectonic events. However, sometimes, faults may not be exposed at the surface and as a
result, the fault-slip data may not be available through outcrops. In such cases, the use of interpreted
3D seismic interpretation data can be helpful in paleostress studies. This approach was first proposed
by Gartrell and Lisk (2005) and later developed by Lohr et al. (2008) and Van Gent et al. (2009).
According to Gartrell and Lisk's studies (2005), it is possible to estimate the orientations and
magnitudes of paleostresses from seismic data by analyzing fault-slip data obtained using 3D
restoration techniques and the results obtained in the case studies are consistent with regional
observations. Of course, there are several sources of error regarding the quality of available data,
including seismic interpretation, restoration techniques, and inversion methods. Van Gent et al.
(2009) introduced a new method for reconstructing paleostresses at subsurface layers where fault slip
measurements are impossible with traditional methods based on fault outcrops. 3D seismic data and
structural restoration were employed to determine fault surfaces and slip vectors. These data were
used as input for the paleostress reconstruction algorithm and a stepwise method was selected to

remove younger deformations to obtain slip vectors related to older deformation events. Also, the
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presented results were consistent with the interpretation of paleostress in the study area (Van Gent et
al., 2009).
In this study, the non-linear inversion method is used for dynamic analysis of the fault slip information
(strike @, dip 9, rake A) resulting from 3D seismic data and earthquake focal mechanism data. The
purpose of this study is to review the results of paleostress studies in the sedimentary cover and
compare them with the current state of stress and determine the tectonic evolution of the southwestern
Zagros through these investigations.
Summary of geological settings

There is a hydrocarbon field with a magnificent fault in the Zagros zone, an area in southwestern
Iran. The length of the fault is measured approximately 70 km and its depth is more than 10 km. This
fault is a strike-slip one with a very steep or vertical plane and its N-S trend is characteristic of
basement faults in this region. Some important horizons intersected by the fault are Fahliyan and
Dariyan, related to the Khami Group (Lower Cretaceous) and Kazhdumi and Sarvak belonging to
Bangestan Group (Cenomanian-Turonian, Upper Cretaceous). Gurpi Formations related to the Upper
Cretaceous and Asmari related to Tertiary.
Data and methods

The data used in this study is fault-slip data obtained from primary data divided into two separate
classifications, including 3D seismic data and earthquake focal mechanism data. The 3D seismic data
is interpreted as several horizons and one fault plane. These data are used to calculate paleostresses
for different geological horizons or times. The earthquake focal mechanism data is a set of nodal
planes. This data is used to calculate the stress of the present testament.
The method part consists of two different sections. The first method is a new innovative approach to
rake (1) estimation from 3D seismic interpretation data to provide fault-slip data. Previously, strike
() and dip () were easily obtained with structural geology modeling software. The second method
is a non-linear stress inversion proposed by Lund and Slunga (1999), which is applied to fault-slip
information from both 3D seismic data and focal mechanism data. Previously, the same method was
responsible for providing fault-slip data from the earthquake focal mechanism data. All results of
paleostresses and present-day stress are compared to investigate the tectonic evolution of the region.
Results and discussion

First, the fault-slip data from the 3D seismic interpretation data are used to calculate the paleostress

inversion. In this method, 25 to 30 pairs of separation point data were extracted from four different
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horizons of various ages that intersected by the main fault plane at multiple depths. These results of
paleostress inversions are displayed on stereonets qualitically. The results include the direction of the
principal stress axis, the confidence limits for 61, 62 and 63, the histogram of the shape ratio and the
direction of the P and T axes on the stereonet (Lund and Slunga, 1999). Then, the fault-slip data from
the earthquake focal mechanisms are used to calculate the present state of the stress. In this method,
26 fault-slip data from 26 pairs of the nodal plane were obtained from the fault. The results of stress
inversion are shown on the stereonets. Both obtained results are also quantitatively mentioned in a
table where the SHmax direction calculated for all formations intersecting with the fault plane and
the nodal planes is recorded.

Due to the uncertainty in the fault-slip data from the 3D seismic interpretation and the earthquake
focal parameters, the error in the results can be up to 6 degrees (Kumar et al., 2017; Keiding et al.,
2009). The maximum horizontal paleostress has been approximately constant from the Cretaceous to
the beginning of the Oligocene period. There are minor changes in the direction, but the range of
variations is small (below 6 degrees), which occurs within the range of the uncertainty and is
negligible, therefore.

With respect to the paleostress studies conducted here, the directions of SHmax remained constant
for a long time on a geological scale from the Early Cretaceous to the Oligocene (middle Tertiary).
In the Cretaceous period, these directions were obtained from the Khami group's formations,
including the Dariyan and Bangestan groups, including Kazhdumi and Sarvak formations. Also, in
the Paleogene period (Lower Tertiary), the direction of SHmax was obtained from the Asmari
formation. All of the SHmax, as mentioned earlier, shows the northwest-southeast orientation. Thus
the SHmax force during the Cretaceous up to the Oligocene period is acting from the Indian
subcontinent on the Eurasian tectonic plate.

On the other hand, in the middle Oligocene period, the collision between the Arabian and Eurasian
plates occurs in the Zagros (Gholami Zadeh et al., 2017). This collision was associated with a change
in the direction of SHmax in the study area. Regarding the stress of the present time resulting from
the inversion of the earthquake focal mechanism, as can be seen in the stereonets and table, the
direction of SHmax shows the northeast-southwest orientation. This direction is almost perpendicular
to the direction of paleostress under discussion. This indicates that rotation has taken place in the
direction of principal stresses in the study area. This rotation is influenced by the collision in the

Zagros, which was initiated during the Oligocene and continued later on. Despite observing a
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difference of about 90 degrees in comparing the paleostress and present-day stress directions, there
is no gradual trend indicating the direction of rotation between these two states. In other words, since
the available data do not show any intersection between the younger horizons and the fault plane, it
is not possible to comment on whether the rotation of the stress directions starting from Oligocene up
to the present time has occurred clockwise or counterclockwise.
Conclusion

In this study, the paleostress field was estimated at different horizons with various geological ages
in one of the hydrocarbon fields in the southwestern Zagros zone (southwestern Iran), using a new
method to determine the fault slip direction from the interpreted 3D seismic data. Based on the present
results obtained from non-linear stress inversion of 3D seismic interpretation data, the direction of
SHmax remained constant (NW-SE) over a long period of time from the Early Cretaceous to the
Oligocene period (Lower Tertiary). This fact indicates that the direction of SHmax in this time
interval is under the influence of the convergent force from the Indian subcontinent. However, the
results obtained from the focal mechanism of earthquakes, which is consistent with the current
regional stress map, confirm that the principal stress direction has become NE-SW recently. Thus a
rotation in the direction of SHmax has occurred in the western Zagros so that the current stress is
almost perpendicular to the previous paleostress orientation. However, this is impossible due to the
lack of data to comment on the discussed rotation direction. More data and investigations are needed

for this purpose.
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